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Mitchell Hamline School of Law, located in St. Paul, Minnesota offers a rigorous, practice-based experience, preparing graduates to serve clients and communities. Our motivated students study full time or part time, on-campus or partially online in the way that fits their lives.
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Recent Cases

	Hope v. Commissioner (7th Cir. 2023)

	Does #1-9 v. Lee (M.D. Tenn. 2023)

	People ex rel. Rivera v. Superintendent, Woodbourne Correctional Facility (N.Y. 2023)

	Rick v. Harpstead (D. Minn. 2023)

	Smith v. St. Louis County Police (Mo. 2023)

	United States v. Castellano (4th Cir. 2023)

	Fallen v. United States (D.C. Ct. App. 2023)

	Montana v. Hinman (Mont. 2023)

	Clements v. Florida (11th Cir. 2023)

	People v. Superior Court of Santa Cruz County (Cal. Ct. App. 2023)
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Sex Offense Litigation and Policy Resource Center
875 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105





Professor Eric Janus, Director

  eric.janus @mitchellhamline.edu




Elena Siegel, Legal Fellow
651-695-7687
  elena.siegel @mitchellhamline.edu





Mission

The Sex Offense Litigation and Policy Resource Center at Mitchell Hamline School of Law collects and disseminates information about cases on issues of sexual violence policy, and facilitates communication, sharing, and the development of strategies among the lawyers, advocates and academics who seek a more sensible and effective public policy on sexual violence prevention.



The past two decades have seen an explosive growth in new and aggressive forms of social control laws aimed at people convicted of sexual offenses. While the goal of these laws—prevention of recidivist sexual violence—is salutary, strong critiques question their efficacy, fairness, and wisdom have been growing. Despite this, these laws continue in force, expanding in key areas, with little evidence that legislatures or other policymakers will have the political courage for important course corrections.

As a result, litigation provides a significant potential source for redirection of public policy in this area. In the past couple of years, a handful of courts have issued significant decisions finding aspects of these laws unconstitutional or otherwise illegal. The Sex Offense Litigation and Policy Resource Center operates to collect information about these lawsuits, and to develop a set of best practices, litigation strategies, and litigation support to advance a more sensible, effective, and humane approach to preventing sexual violence.


SOLPRC Newsletter

In addition to the resources and information that you will find on this website, the Sex Offense Litigation and Policy Resource Center also offers a monthly newsletter, distributed electronically and free of charge, that details notable developments in the area of sex offense litigation and policy.

View past issues and sign up
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    Library of Congress and Department of Justice Issue Survey of Sex Offense Registration and Notification Laws around the World

    A recent 2022 global survey highlights the rapid proliferation of sex offense registration …

Posted: September 21, 2022
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    Following Delays, American Law Institute Gives Final Approval to Model Penal Code Revisions Regarding Sex Offense Registries

    By Professor Ira Ellman On May 18 the American Law Institute, at its …

Posted: June 3, 2022




          

          	[image: ]

  
    Metro State Conference Focuses on Civil Commitment and Minnesota’s Sex Offender Program (“MSOP”)

    On April 8th, Metro State University hosted their eighth annual Understanding and Responding …

Posted: May 10, 2022
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    South Carolina agrees to settlement removing those with “buggery” convictions from state sex offense registry

    On April 22, 2022, in Doe v. Wilson, No. 21-04108, the United States …

Posted: May 10, 2022
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    Minnesota Working Group, Created to Study State’s Sex Offense Registry, Issues Report to Legislature

    In 2021 the Minnesota legislature created a working group to comprehensively study Minnesota’s …

Posted: February 11, 2022
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Jurisdiction

10th Cir. 11th Cir. 1st Cir. 2nd Cir. 3rd Cir. 4th Cir. 5th Cir. 6th Cir. 7th Cir. 8th Cir. 9th Cir. 9th Circuit Alabama Alaska Arizona California Colorado Connecticut D.C. Cir. Florida Georgia Idaho Illinois Indiana Iowa Kansas Kentucky Louisiana Maine Maryland Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Mississippi Missouri Montana Neb. Nebraska New Hampshire New Jersey New Mexico New York North Carolina North Dakota Ohio Oklahoma Oregon Pennsylvania South Carolina South Dakota Tennessee Texas United States Supreme Court Utah 

Constitutional Issues

10th Amendment 14th Amendment 1st Amendment 4th Amendment 5th Amendment 6th Amendment 8th Amendment Assistance of Counsel Bail Bill of Attainder Compelled Speech Double Jeopardy Due Process Equal Protection Ex Post Facto Foreign Commerce Clause Fourteenth Amendment Freedom of Association Full Faith and Credit Habeas Corpus Necessary and Proper Nondelegation Overbreadth Privileges and Immunities Procedural Due Process Right to Jury Trial Right to Parent Right to Travel Ripeness Speedy Trial Standing Substantive Due Process Takings Clause Treaty power 

Substantive Issues

Actual Innocence Administrative exhaustion Administrative Procedures Act AEDPA Antisocial Personality Disorder Apprendi / Alleyne As-Applied AWA Burden of Proof Churches Civil Commitment Collateral Estoppel Conditions of Confinement Conditions of Release Daubert Deregistration Evidentiary Standards Expungement Extraterritorial Registration Failure to Register Familial Relationships GPS Halloween Hearsay Heck bar Homelessness Housing HUD Immigration Ineffective Assistance International Travel Internet Identifiers Internet Restrictions Jury Instructions Juvenile Registration Mental disorder Non-Sexual Offense Notification Out-of-state Offense Paraphilia Diagnosis Pardon Parole Personality Disorder Plea Agreement Plethysmograph PLRA Polygraphs Preemption Presence Restrictions Procedural Default PROTECT Act Punishment Qualified Immunity Recidivism Reclassification Res Judicata Residential Banishment Retroactive Application (Non-EPF) Revocation of Supervision Risk School Property Second / Subsequent Offense Sentencing Sexual Predator designation Sign Posting Special Needs Supervised Release SVP Tiering / Classification Tolling Transitional Release Travel Travel Restrictions Treatment Programs 
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The Mitchell Hamline J.D.

	In the Classroom
	In Simulated Practice
	In the Real World


J.D. enrollment options

	Full time
	Part time, day or evening
	Blended learning


Specialized Degree Programs

Journals and Law Reviews

Study Abroad




Centers & Institutes

	Center for Law and Business
	Center for the Study of Black Life and the Law
	Dispute Resolution Institute
	Health Law Institute
	Institute to Transform Child Protection
	Intellectual Property Institute
	Patent Law Program


	Native American Law and Sovereignty Institute
	Public Health Law Center


Certificate Programs




Special Programs

	Expert Witness Training Academy
	Minnesota Justice Foundation
	Mitchell Hamline Fellows Program
	Office of Academic Excellence
	Pre-Law Programs
	Self-Help Clinic
	Sex Offense Litigation and Policy Resource Center
	Truth and Action
	Upper Midwest Patent Assistance
	World Without Genocide
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	Consumer Information 
(ABA Required Disclosures)
	Campus Security Report
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	Academic Calendars
	Civic Engagement
	CLE, Lectures, and Conferences
	Department/Office Contacts
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Action Items

	Ask a Question
	Make a Gift
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	Jobs at Mitchell Hamline
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Building hours

Monday–Friday: 7:30 am–10:30 pm

Saturday–Sunday: 9:00 am–4:00 pm




Capstone (April 7–20)

Monday–Friday: 7:00 am–11:00 pm

Saturday–Sunday: 7:30 am–7:00 pm








































