


Commencement Address
& Speakers

Hon. Gregory H. Bigler 
 Euchee
Muscogee (Creek) Nation District Court 

Joy Harjo 
 Mvskoke Creek
Poet Laureate, United States

 
Hon. Deb Haaland
 Laguna Pueblo
U.S. House of Representatives (New Mexico)

Hon. Sharice Davids
 Ho Chunk
U.S. House of Representatives (Kansas)

James Anaya 
 Purepecha/Apache
Dean & University Distinguished 
Professor of Law
University of Colorado 

Brian Garcia 
 Pascua Yaqui
National NALSA President and 3L of the Year

Angelique EagleWoman
 Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota
Former Dean Bora Laskin Faculty of Law 
Visiting Professor, Mitchell | Hamline School of Law

 

Kevin Washburn 
 Chickasaw
N. William Hines Dean & Professor of Law
University of Iowa

Elizabeth Kronk Warner 
 Sault Ste Marie Chippewa
Dean & Professor of Law, University of Utah 
 
 
 
 Hon. Diane Humetewa
 Hopi
United States District Court (Arizona) 
 

Stacy LeedsStacy Leeds  
 Cherokee
Vice Chancellor for Economic 
Development 
Dean Emeritus & Professor of Law 
University of Arkansas

Emcee

Walter Echohawk
Pawnee

Author, Attorney, Indigenous Rights Advocate



A d d i t i o n a l  P l a t f o r m  P a r t y  M e m b e r s

Name Position Organization Tribe

Rebecca Tsosie  Regents Professor Visiting Professor of Law and  University of Arizona Yaqui
 American Indian Studies, UCLA (2019-20)  

Angela Riley Professor of Law, Director, Native Nations Law & Policy Center, UCLA Enrolled Member Citizen
 Chief Justice, Citizen Potawatomi Nation Supreme Court   Potawatomi Nation
      
 
Taiawagi Helton Professor of Law Univ of Oklahoma 

Katheleen Guzman Interim Dean Univ of Oklahoma 

Pallavi Wahi Managing Partner, Seattle Office; Co-Managing Partner,  K&L Gates LLP 
 United States; and Chair of Firmwide Diversity Committee 

Jason Croxton President  NABA-AZ  Navajo

Patty Ferguson Bohnee Clinical Professor of Law, Faculty Director of the Indian Sandra Day O’Connor College  Pointe-au-Chien Indian  
 Legal Program  of Law, Arizona State University tribe

Kristen A. Carpenter Council Tree Professor of Law & Director of the University of Colorado 
 American Indian Law Program Law School

Monte Mills Associate Professor and Director, Margery Hunter Brown Alexander Blewett III School of Law,    
 Indian Law Clinic, Interim Co-Director, Clinical Program  University of Montana 

Robert A. Williams, Jr. Regents Professor, E. Thomas Sullivan Professor of Law;  University of Arizona Lumbee Tribe of   
 Faculty Co-Chair, Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy Program   North Carolina

Larry Roberts Professor of Practice and Executive Director of the Indian Sandra Day O’Connor College   Onieda Nation
 Gaming and Tribal Self-Governance Programs of Law, Arizona State Univerity
 
Judith V. Royster Professor of Law Emerita  The University of Tulsa 
  College of Law

Rodina Cave Parnall PLSI Director  American Indian Law Center Quechua

A. Diane Hammons, J.D. Assoc. Professor and District Judge Quapaw nation Northeastern State University Cherokee Nation

Dylan Hedden-Nicely Associate Professor and Director, Native American University of Idaho  Cherokee Nation
 Law Program  College of Law 

Thomasina Real Bird Partner and President,  National Native American Patterson Earnhart Real  Yankton Sioux Tribe 
 Bar Association  Bird & Wilson LLP    
   

Photo: Judge Megan Marshall, Coeur d’Alene Julyamsh PowWow 2016



 Welcoming Remarks  Stacy LeedsStacy Leeds  
   Cherokee
  Vice Chancellor, Dean Emeritus, Professor of Law
  University of Arkansas

 Blessing  Hon. Gregory H. Bigler 
   Euchee
  Muscogee (Creek) Nation District Court 

 Introduction of Platform Party Stacy Leeds

 Poetry Reading in Honor of Graduates Joy Harjo 
   Mvskoke Creek
  Poet Laureate, United States

 Honor Song with Graduate Photos

 Greetings and Inspiration Hon. Deb Haaland
    Laguna Pueblo
  U.S. House of Representatives (New Mexico)
      
  Hon. Sharice Davids
    Ho Chunk
  U.S. House of Representatives (Kansas)
 
 Address on Behalf of Graduates Brian Garcia 
   Pascua Yaqui
  National NALSA President and 3L of the Year

 Commencement Address Walter Echohawk
   Pawnee
  Author, Attorney, Indigenous Rights Advocate 

 Master of Legal Studies Graduates  Angelique EagleWoman
   Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota
  Former Dean Bora Laskin Faculty of Law 
  Visiting Professor, Mitchell | Hamline School of Law

 Juris Doctor Graduates Kevin Washburn 
   Chickasaw
  N. William Hines Dean & Professor of Law
  University of Iowa 

 L.L.M. and S.J.D. Graduates Elizabeth Kronk Warner 
   Sault Ste Marie Chippewa
  Dean & Professor of Law, University of Utah 
     
 Welcome to the Legal Profession Hon. Diane Humetewa
    Hopi
  United States District Court (Arizona)  

 Song of Celebration with Graduate Photos 
 
 Final Remarks James Anaya 
   Purepecha/Apache
  Dean & University Distinguished Professor of Law
  University of Colorado
 
 Closing Stacy Leeds

Indigenous Law Graduation
Friday, May 29, 2020 - Online Ceremony



 

Congratulations to the Indigenous law graduates in the class of 2020

We are addressing you today to mark this important occasion and to celebrate the journey you have completed and the path that now lies before 

you.  As Indigenous deans and former deans, we are here to offer you support and encouragement as you make a life in the law.  You were prayed for 
seven generations ago and today you make your ancestors, your family and your Tribal Nations proud.

You are graduating at an important moment in history with far reaching consequences that we can only imagine as technology becomes ever more 
important in access to justice and legal work and dispute resolution.  We hope that you bring the knowledge and insights you have gained in law 
school to your practice to make a positive difference locally, regionally, nationally and internationally.

We are here to celebrate you and this significant accomplishment of earning your law degree, the Juris Doctor.  A life in the law is not always easy.  
In fact, it can be a difficult path to walk.  The road to justice can test you, your integrity, your values and your self-confidence, but know that it is the 
best road to take with the training you have received.  Justice is the highest ideal that we strive for as lawyers, lawmakers, judges, law deans, and law 
professors.  

You earned your degree through long hours of studying, taking exams, engaging in oral arguments and writing to demonstrate your legal analysis.  
Along with these skills, you have learned independent thinking and leadership traits.  With this degree, you carry the tools to help shape society, 
create remedies to address injustice, and bring equality and end discrimination.  Know that all of us are immensely proud of you and that there are 
many more watching your example and following in your footsteps. 

As native people, persistence is one of the strongest traits we share. In reaching this milestone, you have proven that your persistence is strong.

To all the graduates and families, the world needs more lawyers with good hearts and clear minds to continue to make a positive difference.  We 
are confident in saying that today we have with us changemakers and true advocates and we will continue to support them through their struggles, 
trials and tribulations and of course celebrate their accomplishments, momentous victories and advocacy for good causes.

We are honored to celebrate you and will continue to cheer you on as you develop your careers.  

Pidamayaye (thank you in Dakota) 
Angelique EagleWoman 
Former Dean,  Bora Laskin Faculty of Law
Professor of Law 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law

Chi Miigwetch (thank you in Ojibwe)
Elizabeth Kronk Warner 
Dean and Professor of Law 
S.J. Quinney College of Law
 University of Utah

Diosmeiamu (thank you in Purepecha)
James Anaya
Dean and Professor of Law
University of Colorado Law School

Wado (thank you in Cherokee)
Stacy Leeds
Vice Chancellor for Economic Development
Dean Emeritus and Professor of Law 
University of Arkansas

Chokma’shki (thank you in Chickasaw)
Kevin Washburn
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Iowa College of Law



Congratulations to the
Indigenous law graduates 

in the class of 
2020

A special Thank-You 
For providing the live feed and stream of our ceremony

Andy Hedden-Nicely (Cherokee) and Online Ed Connect for on-line and PDF
Program design and production.

For providing the on-line PDF program



Connie Ambrose 
Diné (Navajo) 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law

Stephanie Ancheta
Tulalip Tribal member, descendant of Northern Arapaho and Eastern Shoshone
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law 

   
   
   
Amanda Bahe 
Diné (Navajo) 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
Corissa Berry  
Court Administrator, Quapaw Nation
University of Oklahoma, College of Law
Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law
   
Stephanie Collier 
Cherokee Nation 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
   
   
 

Amy Davis  
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
   
   
 

Lynlaria Dickson 
Navajo Nation 
University of Oklahoma College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
  

MLS 



Charles Eisenberger 
Kiowa 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
  
 

Charles Ferguson 
Euchee 
University of Tulsa, College of Law 
Masters of Jurisprudence in Indian Law   
   
   
   
   
Cheryce Gullikson 
Oglala Sioux Tribe 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
Kellie Harry 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, Nixon, NV 
University of Tulsa, College of Law 
Masters of Jurisprudence in Indian Law   
   
   
   
   
 
Johnny Hodge  
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
Amber Littleton 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
Bruce Longhorn 
Absentee Shawnee 
University of Tulsa, College of Law 
Master of Juris Prudence in Indian Law   
   
   
Robin Macrae  
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
  

MLS 



Jamie Mike 
Navajo Nation 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law

Cheryl Ann Miller 
Assiniboine Sioux 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
  
 
Cheryl Najera 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
   
   
 
Marisa Page 
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
   
   
 
Chelsey Pendarvis Dorrough 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
   
  
 
Gypsy Pete 
Dine (Navajo) 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   

Anastasia Pittman 
Seminole 
University of Oklahoma College of Law 
MILS- Indigenous Peoples Law 
   
  

MLS 



Sarah Roberts 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
  
 

Charles Sams
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla  
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
  

Katrina Smith 
Chippewa Cree 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Masters in Legal Studies in Indigenous People’s Law   
   
   
   
   
 
Justin Stabler 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
University of Tulsa, College of Law 
Masters of Jurisprudence in Indian Law   
   
   
   
   
 
Steven Trower 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
   
 
Nanette Twiss 
Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation- MHA Nation 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law

Michelle Eaglehawk 
Navajo Nation 
University of Oklahoma, College of Law 
Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law   
   
   
   
   

MLS 



Daryl “Brandon” Alkire
Standing Rock Sioux Nation
Mitchell Hamline School of Law, NALSA President
Juris Doctor

Raquel Anakalea 
Bishop Paiute Tribe | Kanaka Maoli 
University of New Mexico School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Caitlin Banegas 
Barona Band of Mission Indians 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Cole Bauman 
Red Cliff Chippewa 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Kris Beecher 
Navajo Nation 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
   
   

   
 
Candace Begody 
Navajo Nation 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
   
   
   
 

Janet Bill 
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
   
   

JD 



   
Darrah Blackwater  
Navajo Nation 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
Juris Doctor   
  

Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren 
Navajo Nation 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
   
   
   
 

Summer Blaze Aubrey 
Descendent, Blackfeet Nation, enrolled Cherokee Nation 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Shayla Bowles 
Navajo Nation 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
   
   
   
 

Ryan Brown 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
University of Oklahoma College of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Olga Bryana Gonzalez 
Raramuri, Chiricahua Apache, Mixteca 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

JD 



Joseph Byrd 
Cherokee, Osage, Quapaw 
University of New Mexico 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Dana Chavis 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina 
North Carolina Central University School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Naomie Droll 
Navajo Nation 
University of New Mexico School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   

Katrina Duran  
Cherokee Nation 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   

Gaylen Edmo 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 
University of Idaho, College of Law 
Juris Doctor: emphasis in Federal Indian Law & NREL   
   
   
   
 

Nicholas Ernst 
Native Hawaiian 
University of Hawai’i at Mānoa William S. Richardson School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   

 

Michelle Fox 
Aaniiih (Gros Ventre) & Amskapi Pikuni (Blackfeet) 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law 
Juris Doctor - Indian Law   

  

JD 



Cynthia Freeman 
Navajo Nation 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate  
  
  
  
  
Richard Frye 
Diné (Navajo) 
University of California Los Angeles School of Law 
Juris Doctor  
  

  

Kaitlin Gant 
Oneida Nation of the Thames 
Michigan State University College of Law 
Juris Doctor, Indigenous Law Certificate Program  
  
  
  
  
  

Brian Garcia 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe of Arizona 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate  
  
  

  

  
Julia Giffin 
Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma and Absentee Shawnee Tribe 
Cornell Law School 
Juris Doctor  
  
 
 
Chelsea Head  
Rosebud Sioux Tribe 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
Juris Doctor  
  

  

Amber Holland 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina 
University of New Mexico School of Law 
Juris Doctor Indian Law Certificate  
  
 

JD 



 Mari Hulbutta 
Chickasaw Nation (enrolled citizen), Seminole Nation, Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Columbia Law School 
Juris Doctor 
   
   
   
  

 
Connie Hunt 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
WSRSL UH Manoa 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Jarred Jennings 
Cherokee Nation 
University of Tulsa College of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Tarita Keohokalole-Look 
Native Hawaiian 
University of Hawaii at Mānoa William S. Richardson School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
  
 
Corinne Maguire 
Chickasaw 
Harvard Law School 
Juris Doctor   
  
 
Marissa Mahkuk Compton 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 
Alexander Blewett III School of Law, University of Montana 
Juris Doctor/MBA with certificate in Federal Indian Law   
   
   
   

 

Larenda Maulson 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 
University of Wisconsin Law School 
Juris Doctor   
  
 

JD 



Nina McKosato-Mottwiler 
Ioway and Sac and Fox of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City University School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
       
Ashllyn Nikole Melo-Pang 
Native Hawaiian 
William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
Juris Doctor   
  
 

Melodie Meyer 
Pueblo of Laguna 
University of California Los Angeles School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Jordan Oglesby 
Navajo Nation 
University of New Mexico School of Law 
Juris Doctor Indian Law Certificate   
   
   
   

 

Rellani Ogumoro 
Refaluwasch 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
   
   

   
 

Victoria Parker 
Western Shoshone enrolled at the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 
Alexander Blewett III School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
  
 

JD 



Daniel Ray 
Choctaw Nation 
U.C. Berkeley School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
  

Jessica Roberts 
Cherokee Nation 
Seattle University School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Shelby Rogers 
Osage Nation 
Washington University School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
Robby Sachs 
Puebloan 
University of California Los Angeles School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

RhyLee Sanford 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
University of Tulsa College of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Reggie Sherman 
Hupa/Tolowa/Wiyot 
University of California Los Angeles School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   

 
Martie Simmons 
Ho-Chunk Nation 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
Juris Doctor   
  
 

JD 



Andrea Snowball 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska and Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Creighton University School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   

Jaylin Stevenson 
Native Hawaiian 
University of California Los Angeles School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

Chehalis Sweet Dorman 
Snoqualmie Indian tribal member 
University of Washington School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
  
 
Ian Tapu 
Samoan and Tongan (Pacific Islander) 
University of Hawaii William S. Richardson School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
  
Leah Tsinajinnie 
Navajo Nation 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
   
   
   
 

Cora Tso 
Navajo Nation 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
   
  
 

Justin Vann 
Cherokee Nation 
Oklahoma City University School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
  

 

JD 



Irvin Williams 
Navajo Nation 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University 
Juris Doctor Indian Legal Certificate   
  
 
   
   
Victoria Wilson 
Chickasaw Nation 
University of Oklahoma College of Law 
Juris Doctor 
   
Elaine Yap 
Native Hawaiian 
University of South Carolina School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
Ian Young 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law 
Juris Doctor   
   
   
   
 

JD 



Lokina M. Kishoiyian 
Maasai 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
LLM   
   
   
   
  
 
Devan Simmons 
Choctaw 
University of California Los Angeles School of Law 
LLM  
 

Shani Mangola 
Hadzabe 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
LLM  
 

Paige Wells 
Maori  (Ngati kuia, Ngati koata, Ngati maniapoto, Ngai Tahu, Rongomaiwahine) 
James E Rogers College of Law, Univeristy of Arizona 
LLM, Indigenous peoples law and policy 
   
   
   
  

  
 
Q”apaj Conde 
Aymara Nation 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
SJD   
   
   
   

SJD 

LLM 



We appreciate our many sponsors who made this important recognition possible!

Congratulations, Graduates!
The National Native American Bar Association is 
happy to offer a complimentary membership to 

all 2020 law school graduates.

Welcome to the profession!

www.NativeAmericanBar.org
adminassistant@nativeamericanbar.org



INDIGENOUS
LAW GRADUATES
CLASS OF 2020!

AIGCS Scholar, Elizabeth Keenum - Lumbee

We appreciate our many sponsors who made this important recognition possible!


